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FOR THE GOSPEL HERALD. 
THE OCCASION OF SIN. 
(Concluded from p. 132.) 

Paul and James, agree exactly in this point of 
Joctiine; and the latter writes very clearly on the 
subject, points out the rise, progress, and final con- 
sequence of sin, and saith, that “Every man is 
tempted when he is drawn away of his own lust, 
and enticed.” Then, “when lust hath conceived 
it bringeth forth sin; and sin when it is finished 
bringeth forth death.” The temptation is from the 
lust of the flesh ; the work is bis own, and likewise 
the wages Which is death! 

In Romans viii. Paul speaks of the flesh and its 
pursuits, as the cause of all our troubles, and saith, 
“They that are in the flesh cannot please God. 
For to be carnally minded is death.” Death to all 
happiness, and is the misery of the soul. The car- 
nal mind is the only efficient adversary to the spi- 
ritual happiness of man. In Scripture called by 
varios names, as the wicked: The man of sin: 
The son of perdition: The great dragon, and great 
sed dragon: The old serpent, called the Devil and 
Satan, which deceiveth the whole world. The same 
that is to be bound by the angel for a thousand 
vears, and cast into the bottomless pit from whence 
he came, (i. e.) the unfathomable depths of wicked- 
ness in the heart of man. He is also called the god 
of this world: The prince of the power of the air: 
The strong man armed. He is also compared toa 
roaring lion. 

The carnal mind is called the wicked—because 
he isthe source of wickedness. He is called the 
wan of sin, because his nature is evil and is the man 
from whence sin had its origin. He is called the 
son of perdition, because he was from the begin- 
ning predestinated to destruction. He is called the 
creat dragon, and the great red dragon, because of 
his agility, beastiality, cruelty, and blood. He is 
called the old serpent, because he was from the 
beginning of transgression, and is the same men- 
tioned in the third chapter of Genesis, as more 
subtil than any beast of the field. He is called the 
Devil and Satan, because he is the adversary and 
destroyer of our peace. He is called the god of 
this world, for he claims it as his own, and all the 
appurtenances thereunto belonging; and no one 
appearing of more might and consequence than 
himself, he would fain have reverence from every 
creature. He is called the prince of the power of 
the air, because there is none before him in subtlety, 
and eloquence in pleadings, and is prince of the 
power and the deception of words, as impulses 





made in the air by means of the voice. He is called 
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a strong man (and not a strong devil, or falien 
angel) armed, keeping his palace, (or temple) and 
his goods in peace. But when a stronger shall 
come, he will first bind the strong man then spoil 
his goods. . Darkness, ignorance, and falsehood are 
his strength, and the armour by which the strong 
man keeps his palace. But love is stronger than 
death, and light, and understanding, and truth, like 
a chain, will bind him and destroy his goods, his 
armour, and that wherein he trusted. He is com- 
pared to a roaring lion, because of his strength and 
manner of roaring and lurking for his prey; and 
the unfeeling cruelty with which he devours. And 
as the lion tears the innocent and inoffensive, and 
delighteth in their blood, so it is with the carnally 
minded among the children of men. 

It is the life of the carnal man, that the disciples 
of Christ are desired to hate, to crucify, or in other 
words, to take up a daily cross against. In Isaiah 
xxvii. 1, he is called leviathan, because of his great- 
negs and strength. He is called the piercing, or 
crossing serpent, because of his insinuating acute- 
ness and subtlety in his crooked and winding paths. 
He is called the dragon in the sea, because that 
every nation and people have been deceived by 
him, and he still deceiveth the whole world. But 
he isto be punished and slain by the great and 
strong sword of the Lord; doubtless the sword of 
the Spirit, and that with two edges, which pro- 
ceedeth out of his mouth. 

In Matthew xvii. it is recorded, “ When the dis- 
ciples said to Jesus, why could not we cast him out ? 
He answered thai it was because of their unbelief.” 
Howbeit, he saith, in verse 20, “This kind goeth 
not out but by prayer and fasting.” From which 
some have concluded, that there are at least two 
kinds of devils, many that are as members of the 
carnal mind, and others that are wicked spirits, 
and of a different species. Having diligently 
searched the Scriptures for the foundation of what 
I have iaid down, I submit the ideas to the exami- 
nation of the inquirer. 

S. M. ROSE. 
—~>—- 
FOR THF GOSPEL HERALD. 
“ Render to every man according to his deeds.” 
SCRIPTURE. 

The doctrine of never-ending eternal misery, as 
advocated by many divines of the present day, and 
accredited by their hearers, appears irreconcilable 
to reason or revelation, and totally repugnant to 
the character of the Eternal Jehovah! We are led 
to suppose from many theological discourses, that 
a part of the human family are, either from their 
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own negligence, or from the fixt and immutable 
decrees of God, doomed to never-ending eternal 
torments, without the least remission, and that the 
prince of darkness, that enemy of God, of Christ, 
and of the human race, has the full and complete 
power to enforce these torments in a way and man- 
ner which the tongue cannot express, the pen de- 
scribe, nor the most vivid imagination be capable 
of conceiving. 

[ would inquire, by what authority do they repre- 
sent this punishment as efernal, or of infinite dura- 
tion? Is it by the Scriptures? Have they the word 
of Jehovah to authorize it? Or is it by reason? I 
contend that by neither of these are they authorized. 
As I understand the Scriptures, God is the only 
eternal! He is without beginning of wisdom, or 
end of days; “ Lam Alpha and Omega, the first 
and the last,” saith the Lord of Righteousness. The 
heavens and the earth, angels and men, are made 
by him, “and without him was not any thing made 
that was made. He is before all things, and by him 
all things consist.” Is Satan (who these divines 
say is to inflict this punishment) coeval and coex- 
istent with God? Isman? Are the heavens and 
the earth? Is death and hell? Is time? If not, 
they are finite, and consequently not eternal. The 
Scriptures declare, that Christ came to “ destroy 
him that had the power of death, that is, the devil; 
and deliver them who through fear of death were 
all their lifetime subject to bondage: He hath the 
keys of hell and of death: The last enemy shall be 
destroyed, death.” Had he the power to destroy 
the devil and his works? “ All power was given 
unto him in heaven and in earth. And when all 
things shall be subdued unto him, then shall the 
Son also himself be subject unto him that put all 
things under him, that God may be all in all.” 
What is destroying ? What is subduing? What is 
conquering ? Christ came conquering and to con- 
quer, and by conquering death and him that had the 
power of death, which is the devil, he subdues him, 
and the subjugation is the destruction of his power, 
and consequently ofhimas Satan. + 

Now, if Satan is of infinite duration, he cannot be 
conquered ; for he must possess infinite powers and 
capacities, though they may be the reverse of Deity! 
For by no reason or philosophy can we conceive 
the idea of one infinite conquering another: infinite 
good cannot overcome infinite evil, neither can infi- 
nite evil overcome infinite good; they are equally 
unsusceptible of any attack or impression from each 
other: Such then is the result, that if Satan is 
eternal, he is and must be infinite ; and if infinite, 
he cannot be subdued; and if not subdued, Christ 
is not the conquerer ; and if Christ has not, nor can- 
not conquer, his death and sufferings are of none 
effect, the word of Jehovah of none effect, and the 
promises to which be sware by himself with an 
oath, unto Abraham, “In thy seed (which Paul de- 
clares is Christ) shall ail the kindreds of the earth 
be blessed,” are of none effect; for Satan retains 
full power, and will retain it coeval with Deity! 

Again—If Satan is eternal and infinite, he is self- 
created ; for God made nought but what wes and is 
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finite ; God is the only infinite, the works of i. 


hands are finite, men and angels are considered 
in Revelation; the heavens, and the earth, death 
and hell, for the Scriptures say, “ The heavens shal} 
pass away with a great noise, and the elements shal! 
melt with fervent heat, the earth also, and the 
works that are therein shall be burnt up.” 2 Pete; 
iii. 13. “ Nevertheless, we, according to his (God's 


promise, look for new heavens and new earth (no 
new hell, death, or devil,) wherein dwelleth righte- 
ousness.” These are therefore all finite, and cop- 
sequently not eternal: How can Satan be an ete; 
nal being? Or how has he the power of inflicting 
eternal punishment on any of the human race, ip 
the manner, duration and extent, which is propa- 
gated by those who are called the creat divines of 
the present time? Do we not read that time itselj 
is not eternal? If so, eternal punishment (if there 
be any) hath no reference to time. St. John the 
divine, says, “The angel which I saw stand upon 
the sea and upon the earth, lifted up his hand to 
heaven, and swear by him that liveth for ever and 
ever, who created heaven, and the things that there. 
in are, and the earth, and the things that thereiy 
are, and the sea, and the things which are therein, 
that there should be time no longer :” Time, then, 
is not eternal, nor infinite. Therefore, the word 
eternal is not applicable to men, Angels or Devils, 
Heaven, earth or Hell, nor time, but only to the 
infinite, and self-existent, Eternal God. 

Agam.—Make Satan eternal, and, as before sta 
ted, he must necessarily be infinite, and self created, 
all powerful and knowing, for wisdom and powe; 
in its greatest extent, must apparently be incorpo- 
rated in his attributes to enable him to possess the 
other: And finally, those that hold to his greatness 
and power, would, with a little more distortion of 
Scripture and reason, lead us to believe him full 
equal to Deity, and the reverse only in one particu- 
lar, (viz. the one infinitely good, and the other ini- 
nitely evil,) get us to that point, and the worship of 
him would follow of course. But the Limitarians 
will say, that we mistake their ideas, and their arti- 
cles of faith, or, that we do not understand them, 
(and it would puzzle the greatest critic to under- 
stand them, if he keeps truth on his side,) for they 
are willing to admit that the Scriptures declare that 
the devil and his works shall be destroyed, but, God 
will inflict this infinite punishment! On this ground 
they must, and will be defeated; for God's ways 
are always justice! “Who will render to every 
man according to his deeds: whether they be good 
or bad.” Not, whether they be infinife or finile! 
St. John the divine, when he was led in the spirit 
to view the heavenly throne, says ; “ And I beheld, 
and, lo, ablack horse ; and he that sat upon him 
had a pair of balances in his hand.” What were 
these balances for? Were they to balance finite 
with infinite? No! What were they then the re- 
presentative of? Ans. They were to represent 
justice and righteousness, with which our Heavenly 
Father “will render to every man according to his 
deeds.” 

Our Saviour says, in his sermon on the mount, 
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« With what measure ye mete, it shall be measured 
to you again.” What measure of good or evil can 
a finite creature measure out? Can the ereaiure 
man measure infinite goodness? If so, he equals 
Deity! But Christ says, there is none good but 
God! Again—Can he measure out infinite evil ? 
Then he more than equals the Zimitarians’ devil, 
and consequently need not fear him: Can this 
finite creature man, possibly possess the power of 
committing a single good or evil act, which is infi- 
nite? Or, in other words, can infinite come out of 
finite? The argument generally used is, that sin, 
by the creature, is an offence committed against an 
infinitely good God, and consequently deserves an 
infinite eternal punishment or death ; (defined to be 
eternal by its never ending.) Now, if the same crea- 
ture performs a good act, which is agreeable to an 
infinite good God, is not the creature, for this act, 
fully entitled (agreeably to limitarian logic) to an 
infinite, eternal reward or life? But in either case, 
Scripture contradicts it, and reason will consign it 
to oblivion. 

I will now explain what I consider the punish- 
ment of the creature, for his disobedience to an in- 
finite God. Man being finite, his will and acts are 
also finite, whether they be good or evil, and con- 
sequently will receive a finite reward or punish- 
ment, being the measure of his deeds rendered ; 
not with never-ending eternal life on the one hand, 
nor with never-ending eternal death, or damnation 
on the other ; for, in either case, it appears that the 
death of Christ would be of none effect, and that 
he died in vain. In Proverbs xi. 31, we find the 
following—* Behold the righteous shall be recom- 
pensed in the earth: much more the wicked and 
the sinner.” Now, if the righteous are recompensed 
in the earth, they must certainly receive a finite re- 
ward; so, likewise, “the wicked and the sinner.” 
Again—We find in Romans vi. 23, these words, 
“ For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is 
eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.” Hence 
we find that eternal life is a gift from God! Now, 
eternal life is a free gift, how do any suppose it 

in be purchased, and the price paid with our good 

leeds? 
“Tmpotence of hope! 
As well mere man an angel might beget. 
All like the purchase ; but one the price can pay.” 

As I am not acquainted with Latin, Greek, nor 
Hebrew, having never received a collegiate educa- 
‘ion, and but poorly instructed even in the English 
tongue, I do not pretend to instruct others; but 
sincerely wish to be instructed, especially in those 
things which belong to my peace ; aad do therefore 
earnestly invite some, or all of those divines, who 
hold to never-ending punishment, and have so long 
rung the knell of eternal wo and misery from their 
defensive pulpits on some of the race of Adam, to 
show wherein I mistake the Scriptures, or their 
ideas, or misconstrue their language in the forego- 
ing, and request them respectfully to do their duty, 
by showing their light (if they have one) which they 
have hid under their bushel, by refuting my posi- 





tons, either by Scripture or reason, or both, and if 


they have a single particle of the twinkling rays of 
Heavenly light, not to place it beyond the ken of 
human discernment. I would likewise invite them 
not to place their affections too much on the “ loaves 
and fishes,” nor on the opinions of Godshald, 
Knor, Calvin, and Hopkins, but on the welfare and 
happiness of the whole family of man: By thus do- 
ing they will imitate their Heavenly Father, whose 
“tender mercies are over all his works,” and “ who 
will render to every man according to his deeds.” 
B. L. 
Boston, Aug. 22. 
—_—>—- 

FOR THE GOSPEL HERALD. 
QUERIES BY CANDIDUS. 
(Concluded from page 129.) 

6. Whatis meant by the word ‘ likewise,’ osavres, 
Luke xiii. 3, 5? Does it imply that their blood 
should be ‘likewise’ mingled with sacrifices, or that 
a tower should ‘ likewise’ fall upon them, unless they 
repented? Or that they should in like manner, 
suffer punishment in a fudure state of existence ? 

7. Let us suppose that it is the intention of Go- 
vernment at the expiration of one week, to release 
all the convicts in the State prison from their con- 
finement, which (to draw the parallel closer, we will 
suppose is otherwise to be for life) and to place them 
in a state of affluence and 1espectability ;—and that 
this change will be made in their circumstances 
without any condition on their part. Would it not 
be the character of a madman to risk his health, 
the esteem of his friends, his standing in society, 
and even his life, to communicate this intelligence 
to them? Again: Suppose this very desirable 
change is to be made, on condition of a submissive 
and humble acknowledgement of their offences to 
the Governor, a renunciation of their. former prac- 
tices, and a petition for pardon, and that those 
who refused this submission were at the time pro- 
posed to be executed, by suffering the most excru- 
ciating tortures; would not any well-disposed be- 
nevolent person, make great sacrifices and run great 
risks, in order to communicate to them the easy 
terms on which they may escape misery so intense, 
and enjoy happiness so complete? And is not this 
hypothesis the only one which will satisfactorily 
account for the zeal and fidelity of the early propa- 
gators of christianity, and consequently the only 
true one ? 

8. Will a preacher of Universal Salvation, pro- 
claiming from the pulpit that a wicked life shall be 
followed by a happy eternity, promote holiness or 
licentiousness ? 

The man who shall answer the above queries 
consistently with the tenor and spirit of the New 
Testament, and at the same time agreeably to the 
doctrines of Universal Salvation, will set the con- 
troversy as respects myself, for ever at rest; and I 
feel confident, that the difficulties to be solved in 
the above queries, constitute the principal obstacles 
to the extensive spread of Universalism. The be- 
lief that every individual of mankind shall eventu- 
ally be made holy, and consequently happy, in a fu- 
ture state of existence, must be consoling and grati- 
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fying to every good mind; and I see no harm in 
beheving it, if found consistent with reason and 
Scripture. But will a Holy Being suffer his honor 
to be so manifestly contemned, without evincing to 
the Universe that it cannot be done with impunity ? 
CANDIDUS. 
REMARKS. 

Candidus’s 6th quere, relative to the meaning of 
the word rendered likewise, in Luke xiii. 3, 5, is 
tinctured with the prejudice of modern times. Is 
there so much as one word about a “ future state of 
existence” in the passage? No! Not one. We 
answer to C.’s interrogatory, that it implies that the 
Jews, to whom the words were addressed, should 
be brought to the same state or condition with those 
on whom the tower fell, and that their blood should 
be mingled with their sacrifices. This was literaily 
fulfilled at the destruction of the city and temple of 
Jerusalem. This was to be their fate if they did 
not repent. Of those who believed in Jesus, and 
recollected his admonition, not one perished at the 
seige of Jerusalem. ‘They all left the city, and 
escaped the destruction which fell on those that re- 
mained. There is no propriety in applying these 
words of Christ, which were addressed to the Jews, 
to those of our day. 

Candidus’s 7th quere is certainly a very strange 
one. We cannot conceive how the telling the truth 
should be characteristic of madness ! Or, if Govern- 
ment should decree to the amount mentioned by 
C., how a man would “ risk his health, the esteem 
of his friends, his standing in society, and even his 
life, by communicating this intelligence” to the 
parties concerned. For ourselves, we should feel 
much more alarm, and consider our life in much 
greater danger, to go, as stated by C., and after 
naming conditions, threaten the parties with “ the 
most excruciating tortures,” if they did not comply 
with them. Now, we would make great sacrifices 
rather than carry this abominable message to poor 
wretches in confinement. And we are confident 
we should run a great risk in doing it: For men, 
thus outrageously threatened, would.avenge them- 
selves on the bearer of the message of cruelty, and 
justly punish him for his brutality. Heaven forbid 
that we should ever resort to this hypothesis to ac- 
count for our zeal, if we have any. Look at Paul, 
one of the first propagators of the Gospel. Did he 
threaten the “ most excruciating tortures,” if those 
who heard did not comply with the terms of his 
message? Read, and answer—“I beseech you, 
therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye 
present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, accepta- 
ble unto God, your reasonable service.” (Rom. 
xii. 1.) Substitute the words “ most excruciating 
tortures” for the word mercies, and what will you 
make of the passage? Read the connexion, in 
the preceding chapter, “ For who hath known the 
mind of the Lord, or who hath been his counsellor ? 
or who hath first given to him, and it shall be recom- 
pensed unto him again?’ Where are your condi- 
tions ? Gone! 

Quere 8. Willa preacher of Universal Salvation, 
proclaiming from the pulpit that a wicked life shall 





be followed by a happy eternity, promote holiness 
or licentiousness ?” 

What did Paul promote, when he besought ny 
by the mercies of God? When he declared, tha: 
“ God was in Christ reconciling the world (all men 
unto himself, not imputing their trespasses wnj, 
them; and hath committed unto us the word 0; 
reconciliation ;” not the word of damnation?  })jx 
Paul declare that a happy eternity should be thy 
consequence of a wicked life? No! Neither «dy 
modern Universalists. To Candidus, say, 
Find the man of Adam’s race, who has not Jed 
a wicked life? Are not all gone out of the way: 
Are there any good? No! Notone! Speak.—Wijj 
you consign all, without hope, to endless per). 
tion? And when you proclaim mercy, or a hap. 
py eternity, to one of Adam’s guilty race, will you 
not “ promote as much licentiousness”’ as the Upi- 
versalist? Universalists preach, that a wicked lif 
will be a miserable life. And that a happy eternity 
is all of God’s goodness, who “ doth not afflict will- 
ingly, nor grieve the children of men.” Gratitud, 
for mercies received and promised, is the incentive 
with the believer in God’s universal love. Fear oj 
Hell, is the moving principle with unbelievers, who 
despise the salvation of God. 

Candidus says, “The belief that every indiyi- 
dual of mankind shall eventually be made holy ani 
consequently happy, in a future state of existence, 
must be consoling and gratifying to every good mind; 
and I see no harm in believing it, if found consistent 
with reason and Scripture.” To which we reply: 
Then the reverse of this doctrine must please the 
wicked mind, and distress the good mind. Can 
Candidus for a moment suppose, that reason and 
the Scriptures are contrary to that doctrine which is 
consoling to a good mind ? 

We conclude with the following interrogatory. 
Which being is best entitled to the appellation ot 
Holy? He who forgives all his enemies, enlightens 
their minds to behold the excellency of his charac- 
ter, and warms their hearts with love for one ano- 
ther, which perpetuates their happiness, by divesting 
them of every wrong principle which hath occasion- 
ed their sufferings ; or him, who, enraged to find his 
commands disobeyed, in a paroxysm of rage, con- 
signs his enemies to endless wretchedness ? 

—_<—— 
FOR THE GOSPEL HERALD. 

Mr. Epiror, Sir—If you will give the follow 
ing a place in the Gospel Herald, you will oblige 4 
friend. 


we 


Parkman (Ohio,) April 15th, 1822. 
Carr. D. Mixus, Sin,—I understand by Mr. E 
Taylor jun. that you have challenged all or any o! 
the Methodist preachers, to meet Mr. Bigelow for ® 
public debate in your town; and having been re- 
quested thereto, I will accept of it, if I can have a 
letter from him agreeing to the following terms, to 
wit: Ist, The time must be the eleventh of June 
next, at 10 o’clock in the morning. 24, If we 
preach, he must preach first, and I will confine my- 
self to the points on which he preaches. 3d, If he 
refuses to preach, he must state the propositions ‘© 
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ve debated, in his letter to me; and if we debate, 
each one must have his stated time by the watch. 
My reasons for requesting him to preach first, are 
these : ist, You gave the challenge: 2d, He knows 
wy doctrine: 3d, But I do not know whether I know 
»is or not; for the Universalists differ with each 
other as to the propositions from which they draw 
their conclusions. It is proper, therefore, that I 
<hould know the points to be debated. I should 
choose preaching, because we can get through soon- 
er, and each one can state his ideas more clearly in 
preaching than in a debate. Besides this, a debate 
too frequently runs into wrangling. I wish an 
inswer to be left at Mr. Websters in this village, 
previous to this day four weeks, that I may know 
how to arrange my appointments. If he refuses 
the above conditions, I shall consider that he de- 
lines meeting me. I wish in this case, as in all 
thers, to meet in christian meekness. My object 
is not merely to be master, but to bring truth to 
light, in the hope that both us and the people may 
be benefited and enlightened. 
I subscribe myself yours, 


ALFRED BRUNSON. 


Palmyra (Ohio,) April 25th, 1822. 

Rev. AtFreD Brunson, Sir—l have, handed 
me,a letter from you, directed to Capt. D. Mills, 
manifesting a wish to meet me at Nelson, on the 
eleventh day of June next, at 10 o’clock im the morn- 
ing, for the purpose of having a public debate, in 
which you say, that it is your choice to preach ; but 
that I must preach first, and that you will confine 
yourself to the points that I preach. Be it so; but 
if you vary from that rule, and so far as you may 
vary, you must expect me to have the right to re- 
ply. Itis a good rule that he that opens has the 
right to close; but I shall not ask it any further 
than you vary from this arrangement. A debate, 
as You term it, would suit me much better; but I 
am willing to conform to your wishes, and if health 
will permit, I will meet you at the time and place 
appointed. 

I join with you, Sir, hoping that our meeting may 
be attended with good to ourselves and others. You 
say, Sir, that you do not know whether you know 
my belief or not. For your help, I do here send 
vou my Articles of faith, as we have them in all our 
churches. .4rticle 1. We believe that the Holy 
Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments, contain 
arevelation of the character of God, and of the du- 
ty, interest, and final destination of mankind. .4r- 
ticle 2. We believe that there is one God, whose na- 
ture is Love, revealed in one Lord Jesus Christ, by 
one Holy Spirit of grace, who will finally restore 
tne whole family of mankind to holiness and happi- 
ness. .4rticle 3. We believe that holiness and true 
happiness are inseparably connected, and that be- 
lievers ought to be careful to maintain order, and to 
practise good works, for these things are good and 
profitable unto men. 

Sir, I subscribe myself yours, 
TIMOTHY BIGELOW. 





Farmington (Ohio,) May 11th, 1822. 
Cart. D. Mixus, Sin,—Being requested by my 
superiors in the church, | am under the necessity of 
declining the expected controversy between Mr. 
Bigelow and myself, the reasons for which I have 
stated in a letter to him (enclosed to you) which I 

wish you to forward as soon as possible. 
[ am yours, 

ALFRED BRUNSON. 

Farmington (Ohio,) May 11th, 1822. 
Rev. Timotuy BicELow, Sin—I reveived a let- 
ter a few days since from you, in answer to one I wrote 
to Capt. Mills, of Nelson, in whicn you state that 
if your health permits, you will meet me for a public 
controversy, &c: But as circumstances have turned 
up unexpected to me, I shall have to decline meet- 
ing you. My reasons for so doing, are these ; my 
health for four weeks past has been so poor, that I 
have not been able to preach but two or three times, 
and there is but little prospect of being able to meet 
you. And I have this day received a joint letter 
from the Rev. Messrs. C. Elliot and E. Booth, both 
my superiors in the church, making pointed objec- 
tions to my meeting you, and adding, that my pre- 
siding elder also is opposed to it. They consider 
such controversies unprofitable in general, and that 
they tend more to create animosities than to convince 
others of their errors. I am aware that you and 
your party will have a partial triumph at my de- 
clining, and I confess, that if I was to follow my 
own personal feelings, I should not do it; but I 
consider it my duty, in conformity with the apos- 


tles, “ to obey those that bare rule over me.” Hf 


it should so happen that you and I should meet at 
any time, I will show you the letter which lay the 
restraint upon me. Iam yours, 


ALFRED BRUNSON. 


N. B. Sir, the above are true copies of the ori- 
ginal letters, as now deposited with the subscriber, 
in the town of Nelson, State of Ohio. 


D. MILLS. 


_ —— 
From the (Canandaigua) Plain Truth. 
ELIAS BOUDINOT. 

The account of the decease and will of this dis- 
tinguished bulwark of the Missionary cause, is in 
every body’s hands. His name has been extolled 
to the skies for his liberality to the church. Every 
man, woman, and child, is instructed by our Mis- 
sionary magazines to revere the memory of the 
sacred, the sainted Boudinot. He is already a 
Saint in the Calvinistic calendar, and unless the 
spirit of fanaticism should be checked, posterity wil] 
know him by no other name than “ St. Elias.” 
Several years before bis death he gave $10,000 at 
one time to the Bible Society—when at the same 
time he knew that there were vast numbers in his 
own State, and hundreds in his own country, who 
could not read!! He might have made his dona- 
tion to the school fund, but that would have been 
unfashionable. Now, the public have a right to 
know the whole truth concerning the author of the 
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“« Star in the West.” After bequeathing thousands 
and tens of thousands to “ pious uses,” he leaves 
$500 to buy spectacles for old women!! It is not 
so well known that he left two of his brother’s chil- 
dren to pine in poverty! Look at his will, and see 
his princely donations! No private man in Pro- 
testant Christendom ever gave so much to the 
church before. His liberality can only be equalled 
by the blinded and bigoted rich in Catholic coun- 
tries. He thought so much of the “ perishing hea- 
then,” and of the “ beneficiaries,” that he forgot 
his own nephews. He disburdened his plethora of 
charity upon heathen and strangers, neglecting his 
own suffering countrymen, and even his own rela- 
tions. Will any lawyer say, that this man, when 
he dictated his will, was of a “ sound and disposing 
mind and memory?” No one will question the 
right of the deceased to dispose of his estate as he 
saw fit, even to the payment of the British national 
debt. How egregiously are those deceived who 
think priestcra/t is confined to the Roman Catho- 
lics. Meseiw and the U. 8S. are near neighbours. 
More money is paid to priests in the latter than in 
the former country. Protestant Fredonia and Ca- 
tholic Meseiw! Happy would it be if our clergy 
were contented with liberal salaries. But no, they 
thirst after more money, and attack us in every 
shape. Our fanatics “improve on the inhuman 
example even of Spanish” avarice. For the Catho- 
lic priest grants absolution to the poor gratis, while 
our “ Female societies” take from them the “ utter- 
most farthing.” Mr. B., however, had Catholic 
example for what he did. It was the early practice 
of the church of Rome to secure to herself the es- 
tates of rich old men—and why may not our modern 
zealots imitate her in that as well as in other re- 
spects? Times have changed since Swift wrote. 
Lord Peter and ‘Jack of Geneva’ have shaken 
hands. Jack no longer wishes to be as “ unlike 
the rogue Peter as possible.’ The French and 
German illuminati were accused of attempting to 
cut asunder all the ties of kindred. If this was 
their theory, Mr. B. and his imitators have reduced 
it to practice. A Divine lately said, we are taking 
lessons from our enemies—we are imitating the in- 
dustry and the cunning of the French Deists—as 
they inundated their country with infidel pamphlets, 
so we are inundating the U.S. with orthodor tracts. 
Let the advocates of pure Christianity and civil li- 
berty be watchful, for I believe our modern zealots 
imitate the French Deists in other respects. I fear 
their labours tend equat!ly to the destruction of vital 
piety and the debasement of the christian religion. 
REMARKS. 

On reading the last will and testament of Mr. 
Boudinot, we were forcibly impressed with the mon- 
stious incongruity which existed between his prin- 
ciples and practice. This man had been labouring 
for years, at the head of an institution or establish- 
ment, to extort money from the public, on the plea 
of saving souls from an endless hell; which, it was 
contended, was the fate of millions, and would be 
the portion of millions more, if money was not 
given to save them! But, mark the course pursued 





by this extolled man. Did he, when his mind Was 
pretendedly convinced of the wretched condition of 
millions, who were dropping into an endless hell fo, 
want of money to save them, give of his abundan:, 
to rescue them from perdition? Let his last wijj 
and testament answer this question! He grasped 
his immense property to the last, and when hp 
could no longer hold it, he generously, piously, an; 
charitably gave it to save souls; when, on his ow) 
premisses and confessions, thousands had previous\; 
gone to hell for want of it! Let some of the pre- 
tended evangelical soul-savers, show their faith by 
their works, in their lifetime. Give their property 
when they can enjoy it themselves, (or more pro. 
perly possess it, for no man can enjoy any thing mor: 
than is necessary to administer to his wants,) anj 
then, we shall be free to acknowledge, that they are 
sincere in their professions of love for the souls of 
poor sinners. 

We are not authorized to search the heart of any 
man. But, we do say, that if the love of poor souls 
cannot influence a man in health, to part with his 
possessions to save them, we are not required to be- 
lieve that sickness will make him grow charitable, 
“The ruling passion is strong in death.” Therefore, 
it is a strong presumption that a man who retains 
his property to benefit himself, while living, is dispo- 
sed to give it for his own benefit at death. Ani 
that a bribe, to buy off hell for himself, is more likely 
to be the motive, than to buy heaven for others ! 

Ep. Gos. Hen. 
——<j>— 
From the (London) Universal Theo. Magazine. 
SKETCH OF THE MEMOIRS OF ERASMUS. 
(Concluded from page 131.) 

Erasmus, though he was often removing from 
place to place on the continent, yet he at one time 
confessed, “there was no country had furnished 
him with so many learned and generous benefac- 
tors, as even the single city of London.” 

It was during his stay in England that he wrote 
two pieces highly creditable to his memory. The 
one was The Praise of Folly, in which Judicrous 
tract he shewed that there were fools in all stations; 
more particularly exposing the errors and follies of 
the court of Rome; not sparing the pope himself; 
so that he never afterward was regarded asa true 
son of the church. The other production was his 
Querela Pacis, or the Complaint of Peace. In this 
work he exposes the rage of going to war in pointe 
terms. Indeed he thought it hardly lawful for a 
Christian to go to war. Would to God such a seu- 
timent were more prevalent! Then would lasting 
peace bless our hitherto distracted world. 

In 1516 he published an edition of the New Tes- 
tament in Greek; a work of infinite labour, and 
which helped, as he says, to destroy his health, and 
ruin his constitution. This was the first time the 
New Testament was printed in the Greek. The 
works of St. Jerome were published by him soon 
after in siz volumes folio! 'These and similar lite- 
rary labours of Erasmus extended his fame, in 00 
small degree, throughout the world. 

The year 1517 saw Luther arise in his strengt) 
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——— 
‘9 combat the superstitions of the church of Rome! 


The correspondence between this great man and the 
subject of our memoir is truly curious. Their ta- 
jents were considerable, their learning extensive ; 
put their dispositions were directly opposite to each 
other. Luther was bold,—Erasmus timid,—the one 
determined, the other irresolute,—the one for gen- 
tle correction of abuses,—the other for the utter 
destruction of them. However, Erasmus was of 
incredible use to the reformation, though he never 
formally renounced the Catholic Religion. His 
exposure of the vices of the monks, and his assidu- 
ous cultivation of learning, were two things, for 
which the religious world, at that period, was great- 
ly indebted to him. By the former, the sacredness 
of superstition was diminished ; by the latter, the 
fabric of true religion began to rear itself in all its 
native majesty ! 

A Collection of his Letters and his Colloquies, 
published about this time, were particularly service- 
able to the reformation. “ The liveliest strokes, 
says his biographer, are here aimed at the monks 
and their religion, on which account they no sooner 
appeared, than a most outrageous clamour was rais- 
ed against them. He was accused of laughing at 
indulgences, auricular confession, eating fish on 
fast-days, &c. and it is most certain that he did not 
talk of these matters in the most decent way.” The 
faculty of Theology at Paris, in 1526, condemned 
the Colloquies as a work in which “ the fasts and 
abstinences of the church are slighted, the suffrages 
of the holy virgin, and of saints, aye denied,—vir- 
sinity set below matrimony,—Christians are dis- 
couraged from monkery, and grammatical is pre- 
ferred to theological erudition; therefore it is de- 
creed that the perusal of that wicked book, be for- 
bidden to all, more especially to young people, and 
that it be entirely suppressed, if possible!” A 
bookseller, however, soon after reprinted the wicked 
book at Paris, and knowing it to be a forbidden 
work, twenty four thousand copies were sold of this 
one impression! These really wicked methods of 
suppressing supposed wicked books, always fail of 
theirend. We may as well attempt to stop the di- 
urnal motion of the earth by the stamp of our foot, 
as to arrest divine truth, in its destined progress 
through the world! 

This truly great man died of a dysentery, after 
about a month’s illness, July, 12, 1536, in the 69th 
year of his age. He was buried at Basil, where he 
died, and where his tomb may be seen with a Latin 
inscription. In his will, he left legacies to his 
friends, to the sick and poor, to marry young wo- 
men, and to assist young men of good characters. 
In his person he was short, well shaped, of a fair 
complexion, cheerful in countenance, neat in his 
apparel, but of an inferior constitution. One pe- 
culiarity belongiag to him, was, that he could not 
endure the smell of fish; so that, however, a Pa- 
pist in other respects, he used to say he had a Lu- 
theran stomach. He used to dine late, that he 
might have along morning for study. After dinner 
he would converse freely on all sorts of subjects. 


proud of the distinction, and has raised statues to 
his memory. His talents, learning, and character, 
were held in very general estimation. His great 
defect was timidity, which we have already noticed. 
In one of his own letters, Erasmus says, “* Every 
man has not the courage requisite to make a martyr, 
and I am afraid if I were put to the trial, I should 
imitate St. Peter.” Luther thus addresses him: 
“ We saw that the Lord had not conferred upon 
you the discernment, courage, and resolution to join 
with us in freely and openly opposing those mon- 
sters, and therefore we durst not exact from you 
what greatly surpasses your strength and capacity. 
We have even borne with your weakness, and ho- 
noured that portion of the gift of God which is in 
you.” And the judicious Dr. Jortin, who has given 
the public an admirable life of Erasmus, remarks, 
“ To be misrepresented as a pedant and a dunce, is 
no great matter, for time and truth put folly to 
flight—to be accused of heresy by bigots, hypocrites, 
politicians, and infidels, this is a serious affair, as 
they know too well, who have had the misfortune to 
feel the effects of it. There is no necessity for sup- 
posing that he acted against his conscience, in ad- 
hering to the church of Rome: no; he persuaded 
himself that he did as much as piety and prudence 
required from him, im censuring her defects. 
Though, as Protestants, we are certainly much 
obliged to Erasmus, yet we are more obliged to 
Lather, Melancthon, and other authors of the re- 
formation. This is true; yet it is as true that we 
and all the Nations in Europe, are infinitely oblig- 
ed to Erasmus, for spending a long and laborious 
life in opposing ignorance and superstition, and in 
promoting LITERATURE and TRUE PIETY.” 
—_>_—_ 
From the (Boston) Universalist Magazine. 

Messrs. Editors—t noticed a piece, in a late 
number of the Boston Recorder, designed to show 
that Unitarians are Universalists. However true 
this may be of some Unitarians in the other conti- 
nent, ought we to infer that all are in this country ? 
Some Trinitarians have been Universalists, but this 
is not the case with all. It is pretty evident that 
Huntington, Winchester, and Murray were Trinita- 
rians. The following letter from a respectable 
Unitarian, connected with the Evangelical Mission- 
ary Society, which is considered Unitarian, will 
tend to show that they do not approve of Universal- 
ism. The letter was written to one who had beer 
employed as a Missionary by that Society, but was 
inclined to believe that endless sin and misery was 
not a doctrine of the Bible. SEEK TRUTH. 

Dear Sir—Your letter giving some account of 
your services in behalf of the Massachusetts Evan- 
gelical Missionary Society, and of your views on 
certain religious doctrines, was laid before the ex- 
ecutive committee at their meeting last week. They 
expressed their approbation of your conduct and 
services as our Missionary, and had the satisfaction 
to learn, that you are acceptable to the people in—. 

I am also authorized to say to you, that we appre- 





Rotterdam, the place of his bjrth, has been justly 


ciate your sincerity and candour, and are pleased 
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with the spirit of your communication. It is not 
only the rigat but the duty of every Christian In- 
structer, to search for the truth in the word of 
God. ‘To his own master he standeth or falleth. 
One only is our master, even Christ. We wish not 
to have dominion over the faith of our brethren, or 
dictate what a man shall profess or preach. 

The inspired Volume is our only infallible guide. 
Vet if a man feels bound in -onscience to teach opi- 
nions, which we think erroneous; or to insist on 
certain sentiments as probable from some Scripture 
declarations, which we interpret differently, or 
respecting which there is nothing explicit in the 
Bible; and especially if his inferences lead people 
to erroneous views, and serve to weaken the sanc- 
tions of God’s holy law ; we must, in such a case, 
decline to patronize and employ him, though with 
regret. 

As to the case in view, I may observe, that some 
of the society are probably with Dr. Chauncy in 
their views of this subject of Universal Salvation, 
and would not preach directly against it, or labour 
to defend the opposite tenet of endless punishment. 
I say, probably : for I can say no more. And some, 
I know, doubt as to the truth even of Chauncy’s 
plan, and think that the subject is to be treated, as 
it is treated by divinely inspired writers, and by 
Christ himself, who in Matt. xxv. speaking of the 
day of judgment, says, these shall go away into 
everlasting punishment, and those to life eternal. 
The words everlasting and eternal are the same in 
the original. Besides we are constantly warned of 
a future judgment, of a day of retribution, when the 
ungodly, the impenitent, and the habitually unright- 
eous will be subject to unspeakable misery: and 
for ought appears, it is without end. 

No man should preach contrary to his own opi- 
nions. Nor is he bound to broach his speculations, 
or some sentiments, which he is inclined to adopt, 
and of which he is in doubt, and of which the Bible 
has not explicitly made any declarations. 

In a word, the Society are not prepared to em- 
ploy a man who thinks it his duty to, propagate the 
doctrine of Universal Salvation, in any shape. 

YOUR FRIEND. 
—=>— 
“ Ye pO ERR NOT KNOWING THE SCRIPTURES.” 

There are many well meaning people, who sup- 
pose they repeat Scripture, when they only repeat 
what others call scripture. 

Not long ago, in company with several Calvin- 
ists; the natural wickedness of mankind was men- 
tioned—and one of the company to prove the doc- 
trine, quoted, as was supposed, a passage from Job 
v. 7,—That “ man is prone to evil, as the sparks 
fly upwards.” Another denied the quotation, as 
the words of Scripture. All others of the company 
agreed, that the Bible read so; but when the Bible 
was read, it was found to stand, “ Yet man is born 
unto trouble, as the sparks fly upwards.” This they 
agreed, was different from what they quoted. The 
objector to their text then stated, that he did 
not believe that men were naturally evil; because 
Paul, in describing some very wicked people, said, 
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among other things, that they were “ without nat. 
ral affection ;” and that if to be without natural af. 
fection, was to be wicked, then men were naturally 
good. One observed, that no other person woul: 
have thought of making use of that text in such , 
way. The same person then proceeded to state. 
that Paul declared, that “ the Gentiles, which hay. 
not the law, do by nature the things contained jy 
the law, these, having not the law, are a law unto 
themselves, which show the work of the law writtey 
in their hearts.”—That the whole law is contained 
in this, “ Thou shalt love the Lord thy God, with 
all thy heart,—and thou shalt love thy neighbour as 
thyself.” All these things prove that men are na- 
turally good. All God’s works are pronounced 
‘very good.’ One of the company observed, that i 
this was true, men act very unnatural. To whic! 
the other replied, that men acted so unnatural, as ¢y 
call good evil, and evil good, to put darkness {o; 
light, and light for darkness, to put bitter for sweet, 
and sweet for bitter. He farther added, that Jesys 
declared little children members of heaven, and de. 
clared that men must be converted and become x 
little children, to enter the kingdom of heaven: 
and if they were not naturally good, Jesus would 
never have declared that men must become like 
them to enjoy the kingdom. To become like them, 
was only to be cleansed, and brought to the state 
they were in when little children; that is, to be 
cleansed, was to be brought to the state they were 
in before they became unnatural, or without natural 
affections. 

There is no unclean thing, that can ever be made 
clean, unless it was originally clean; for cleansing 
is only removing the filth, that the original purity 
may appear, without spot or wrinkle, or. any such 
thing.—This ended the conversation. ibed. 

—>—_ 
CASSEL, JUNE 25. 

An event equally extraordinary and melancholy 
took place lately at Wabern, three leagues from 
hence. A Protestant Minister shot himself through 
the head in the pulpit, at the moment when he was 
about to commence his sermon. The unfortunate 
man had for some time involved himself in an ex- 
cess of mysticism, which probably deranged his 
mind. Bost. Cen. 

—p— 
GENERAL CONVENTION. 

The General Convention of Universalists, wil! 
be holden at Warren, N. H. on the third Wednes- 
day and Thursday of the present month. 


—>— 
NOTICE. 

The members of the “Society for the Investigation and 
Establishment of Gospel Truth,” are informed, that a spe- 
cial meeting of the Society will be holden on Tuesday even 
ing next, September 17th, at 7 o'clock, at No. 90 Elizabeth 
street. 

A punctual attendance is requested. 

E. BALDWIN Chairman. 
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